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Follow the PPIPPers! 

BY BUNNY WESCOTT

This wind is stirring things up and 
from my perch on Panther Pond 
where the surface of the water is 
frosted with whitecaps. Since we 
are milfoil-free, I’m just glad invasive 
plants aren’t breaking off in the 
turbulence and spreading further. 

Keeping Panther clear of fragments 
is key and Panther Pond Invasive 
Plant Patrollers (PPIPPers) and 
Courtesy Boat Inspectors (CBI) 
guards are what keep us free 
from the tyranny of milfoil. Other 
lakes aren’t so lucky. Poor Lake 
Bomoseen in Vermont spends 20+ 
days each spring “mowing” invasive 
milfoil from its lake bottom, collecting 
more than 600 cubic yards of the 
stuff, which is the equivalent of 

filling a 30’ x 10’ room more than 16 
stories high. Yuck! 

What we do as PPIPPers is on 
the fun end of the invasive equation. 
Given the “no invasives found” result 
again for 2020, let’s not gloat, but be 

thankful and give ourselves a cheer for 
our persistent work and commitment, 
knowing that when we do find an 
unwelcome visitor, we will be able to 
cope effectively and efficiently so it 
does not take up residency. 

Milfoil-free Panther Pond

Don’t Let This Happen!

Responding to Bunny’s email report 
(above), fellow PPIPPer, Paul Durr, 
replied with a description of a 
lake near his winter home in east 
Tennessee that is afflicted with milfoil. 
He writes, “As a reminder of the 
importance of what the patrollers 
do...I have attached a photo of a 
Eurasian milfoil infestation on a lake 
situated near my winter home in east 
Tennessee. By mid-summer, algae 
attach to the milfoil leaves and begin 
to cook in the sun forming a foul-
smelling crust at the water surface. It 
looks like baked parmesan cheese, 
but believe me, is far less appetizing! 

These views provide such a 
dramatic contrast with the beautiful 
shot Bunny provided. Perhaps this 
will be an incentive for more people 
to get trained in how to spot these 

pernicious invaders?? In my opinion  
I think the PIP in PPIPPer stands  
for “Perfection in Performance”.  
Thanks folks, and let’s all stay  
vigilant.

Winter 2020
Quarterly newsletter
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Featured Interview - Heather Huntt

Phosphorus is like junk food for algae 
causing it to grow out of control, 
turning lakes green, lowering water 
quality, and even killing fish. We 
also address storm water issues for 
a number of communities and the 
Long Creek Watershed Management 
District, which includes the Maine Mall. 
[See “Use Phosphorous-Free Fertilizer” in 

RWPA’s Fall, 2020 Newsletter.]

QUESTION: What specifically has 
CCSWCD done for our five-lake 
region? 
We have provided education and 
technical assistance services, 
including engineering, to many private 
landowners, road associations, and 
the Town of Raymond itself. We have 
also helped several lakes in your region 
obtain funding from the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), through the 
Maine Department of Environmental 
Projection (Maine DEP), to remediate 
soil erosion issues. The EPA provides 
grants to Maine and other states 
via Section 319 of the Clean Water 
Act. We have worked in nearly all 
of Raymond’s lake watersheds, 
partnering with RWPA, Maine DEP, 
and the Portland Watershed District on 
needed services.

Our most recent efforts include 
creating road maintenance plans 
to two private roads on Raymond 
Pond, assisting with residential 
recommendations and engineering 
assistance on Crescent Lake, and 
assisting in resurveying and creating 
a plan to address the greatest source 
of erosion and phosphorus inputs into 
Panther Pond. For the latest Panther 
Pond project that was supported 

by 319 grant funds, we provided 
technical assistance and engineering 
services at no cost to the local 
community, provided landowners 
with 50% cost sharing in installing 
conservation practices at 19 sites. 
These projects reduced about 16.55 
tons of sediment and 14.07 pounds 
of phosphorus from entering Panther 
Pond each year by addressing just the 
9 largest impact sites.
[Read the final Panther Pond Protection 

report, which includes site surveys of 

more than 40 locations and details about 

remediation work done at Camp Hinds, 

Gina Road, Meadow Road, Cattle Road, 

Chickadee Lane, and Lakeside Drive and 20 

residential sites].

QUESTION: What recommendations 
would you make to homeowners in 
our region? 
The most important thing is to keep 
sediment out of lakes. This means 
maintaining driveways and roads to 
prevent erosion. Homeowners, as well 
as lake and private road associations, 
need to address erosion issues every 
spring and after major storms. They can 
download a manual created by the 
State of Maine that shows landowners 
how to maintain gravel roads. 

If you need help identifying or fixing 
issues, contact our office at at (207) 
892-4700. We offer free one-on-one 
consultations and can help create 
maintenance plans and checklists. 
We can also review photos of your 
site and make recommendations, 
such as implementing water diverters 
or turnouts. Also, RWPA has project 
managers who offer similar assistance 
and can recruit volunteers to perform 
erosion control work free of charge.

Heather Huntt is a 
project manager 
for the Cumberland 
County Soil & Water 
Conservation District 
(CCSWCD). She 
has 18 years of 
watershed protection 
experience, serving the past 14 years 
at the CCSWCD. Heather works with 
communities to write grants, manage 
projects, facilitate meetings, and 
educate citizens about erosion control 
and remediation. She can be reached 
at hhuntt@cumberlandswcd.org. 

QUESTION: What is the 
Cumberland County Soil & Water 
Conservation District? 
The United States government formed 
conservation districts nationwide 
after the Dust Bowl in the 1930s to 
address soil erosion issues. There 
are 16 conservation districts in 
Maine, but the Cumberland Country 
district, headquartered in South 
Windham, Maine, is the largest with 7 
employees. We have an engineer, an 
environmental planner and mapmaker, 
two educators, an office manager, 
a bookkeeper, and a grant writer/ 
project manager, which is me. 

QUESTION: What is the mission of 
Cumberland County district? 
Our job is to help local communities 
protect their soil and water resources. 
We do a lot of work to identify soil 
erosion issues that impact the 
water quality of lakes. When soil 
runs off the land and into a lake, it 
carries phosphorous into the water. 

(continued)

http://raymondwaterways.org/current_newsletter.pdf
http://raymondwaterways.org/PPA319_final.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dep/land/watershed/camp/road/gravel_road_manual.pdf
mailto:hhuntt%40cumberlandswcd.org?subject=


Raymond Waterways Protective Association Quarterly Newsletter | Winter 2020

3

QUESTION: What has been your 
experience working with our 
lakeside homeowners? 
I can’t tell you how impressed I am 
with everyone I’ve worked with at 
RWPA and all lake associations. 
Everyone is very proactive and 
conservation savvy. They are a great 
group to work with. They really care for 
their lakes. 

Featured Interview - Heather Huntt (Continued)

Quarterly Quiz: What is Maine’s Oldest Lake? 

Hint: Around 16,000 years ago at the end of the ice age, the first rocky 
outcrop emerges from the massive ice sheet that covers New England to 
form what will one day become mountains in today’s Acadia National Park. 
Meltwater fills a basin in the granite rock to form Maine’s first lake. (Answer at 
end of newsletter.) 

Invasive Species of the Quarter — European Naiad

Invasive aquatic plants can quickly 
degrade Maine’s lakes if not quickly 
identified and removed. Raymond 
Waterways Protective Association 
(RWPA) has spent countless years 
eradicating milfoil from our lakes 
through our Diver-Assisted Suction 
Harvesting (DASH) program and 
preventing its propagation here 
through our state-funded Courtesy 
Boat Inspection (CBI) program. (See 
RWPA Fall 2020 newsletter.) 

The newest invasive species to 
make an appearance in Maine is the 
European Naiad. This small slender 
plant lives in calm, slow-moving 
waterways such as lakes, rivers, and 
ponds and can grow in depths up to 
4 meters. 

Impact. The problem with the 
European Naiad is that it grows 
in dense groups in water, making 
movement difficult for humans, fish, 
animals, and boats. Moreover, it can 
block sunlight from getting to the 
bottom of the pond, impacting plant 
biodiversity. And when it decays, it 
uses a considerable amount of oxygen 
from the water taking oxygen from 
other organisms that need it. Obviously, 
we don’t want this plant in our lakes! 

Why is it so crucial that this invasive 
plant is spotted and removed 
immediately? A one-acre infestation 
of European Naiad produces tens of 
millions of seeds per season, creating 
exponential growth of the plant, 
choking any waterway in which it 
gains a foothold. 

Sightings. The European Naiad 
has been found in Kittery, three 
locations in the Salmon Falls 
River, and most recently, on Lake 
Arrowhead by a woman who 
collected plant samples as part 
of an Invasive Plant Certification 
program sponsored by Lake 
Stewards of Maine. Remediation 
plans are underway for the summer 
of 2021. 

Identifying Characteristics 
Leaves: The leaves are a slender 
blade-like shape, pointed, with 
visible serrated edges, and grow 
in curly bundles at the stems’ top. 
The leaves protrude abruptly from a 
blocky base.

Stems: The Stems are very slender, 
very brittle, and if broken off, will 
generate new plants. 

Seeds: The naiad seeds are  
tiny, purplish, and can be 1.5 to 
3.0 mm long. When dislodged from 
the plant stem, they can overwinter 
and create new plants in the spring. 
The seeds can also be carried by 
waterfowl or can easily hitchhike  
to other water bodies on boats  
and trailers.

Reproduction: Naiads are 
pollinated annually by previous 
years’ fragments, by waterfowl, but 
the primary means of reproduction 
appears to be seeds dropped the 
previous summer.

Look-Alikes: Similar species are 
native Naiads, some fine-leaved 
Pondweeds, and some Stoneworts.

Photos used with permission of Lake 
Stewards of Maine
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Time to Donate?!
Raymond Waterways Protective Association, Lake Stewards of Maine, Crescent Lake Waterway Association, Panther 
Pond Association, Raymond Pond, and Thomas Pond Association thank you for your help in watching for the European 
Naiad and all the other aquatic invasive plants.

To keep our lakes perpetually free from invasive plants, please consider making an annual donation to RWPA, which is a 501(c)(3) corporation, 

so your gift may be tax deductible. Milfoil doesn’t take a year off, why should you? 

CONTRIBUTE HERE! 

Featured Waterbody: Raymond Pond (a.k.a. Little Rattlesnake)

Raymond Pond in Raymond, 
Maine, sits in the shadow of Pismire 
Mountain to the north and and 
Rattlesnake Mountain to the west 
and runs adjacent to nearby Crescent 
Lake, which is one big stone throw to 
the west. At 346-acres, the pond is 
1/2 mile wide and 1 mile long with a 

Area (acres)  
344

Perimeter (miles)  
4.8

Mean depth (feet) 
14

Max depth (feet)  
42

Invasive aquatic plants  
none known

Number of dams  
0

Lake elevation (meters)  
93

Length of shoreline (meters) 
6,779

Secchi reading (transparency 
6.1 (good)

Trophic state (water quality) 
38 (good)

Courtesy, Lake of Maine

maximum depth of 42 feet. The small 
size of Raymond Pond guarantees 
a quiet, peaceful lake. But . . . don’t 
be surprised to discover it is also 
an active recreational area. Folks 
enjoy water sports of all types during 
spring, summer and fall, and winter 
activities on the ice as well. Mountain 

biking is an option at nearby Morgan 
Meadow. Eagles are often sighted 
soaring above Raymond Pond. The 
206-acre Valley Brook wetland drains 
into Raymond Pond and offers plenty 
of wildlife viewing opportunities. The 
pond and the brook make this an 
interesting place to explore via boat. 

http://raymondwaterways.org/rwpa-donate.htm
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Are there Rattlesnakes on Rattlesnake Mountain? 

BY JON WHITNEY

Local folklore claims that in the 1780s 
Ben Smith of Raymond climbed 
Rattlesnake Mountain and found it 
infested with timber rattlesnakes. 
“He named the hill after its denizens 
and promptly began removing them 
… the snakes became extinct with 

the last recorded capture in 1870 … 
The name Rattlesnake Mountain has 
survived, but other area features have 
changed their names, perhaps to avoid 
scaring settlers or summer campers. 
The two lakes that lie at the foot of the 
mountain, Great Rattlesnake Pond 
and Little Rattlesnake Pond, became 

Crescent Lake and Raymond Pond, 
respectively, leaving the mountain 
alone as a reminder of its now 
extirpated denizens,” according to 
Tim Sample and Steve Bither in their 
book entitled “Maine Curiosities: Quirky 
Characters, Roadside Oddities and 
Other Offbeat Stuff.”

Answer to Quarterly Quiz 

Maine’s oldest lake 
is Sargent Mountain 
Pond in Acadia 
National Park. The 
pond is unknown to 
most visitors. It does 
not appear on the Park 

Service map they hand out for free. 
By Acadia standards, the Sargent 
Mountain Pond is remote. Any 
combination of trails requires a 2-mile 
trek through the woods and up the 
rocky slopes of mountains. Nestled in 
the valley between two peaks, there is 
no easy route up. But once there, the 
reward is a refreshing dip in the cool 
mountain waters. 

Special Thanks! 

RWPA has many thanks to go 
around: Port Harbor Marina for 
providing mooring space and 
support services to our DASH boat 
and crew; Bob Chapin of Thomas 

Pond for helping Neil Jensen put the 
DASH boat to bed for the winter and 
putting up the protective frame and 
lashing down the monstrous tarp; 
Sibyl French, Bunny Wescott, and 

Lisa Hall for supporting all the plant 
patrollers with plant identification; 
and finally all our members for their 
continued support!
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About RWPA 

Founded more than 50 years ago, the Raymond Waterways Protective Association is dedicated to protecting and improving 
the water quality of Raymond’s lakes, ponds, rivers, and streams and fostering watershed stewardship.

Our web site: raymondwaterways.org
Contact us: info@raymondwaterways.org
Our mailing address: PO Box 1243, Raymond, ME 04071

Raymond Pond (lower left), Crescent Lake (middle right), Panther Pond (middle-left), Thomas Pond (middle top- barely visible),  
aand Sebago lake (top).

RWPA Board of Directors and Members

 O Peggy Jensen – President (Panther Pond) 

 O Locke Macdonald – Vice President (Crescent Lake) 

 O Marie Connolly – Treasurer (Panther Pond) 

 O Lisa Hall – Secretary (Crescent Lake) 

 O Neil Jensen – Member (Panther Pond) 

 O Wayne Eckerson – Member (Panther Pond) 

 O Elwood Beach – Member (Raymond Pond) 

 O Holly Hoglund – Member (Thomas Pond) 

If interested in serving, let us know! To be removed from our mailing list, contact us at info@raymondwaterways.org. 

mailto:raymondwaterways.org?subject=
mailto:info%40raymondwaterways.org?subject=
mailto:info%40raymondwaterways.org?subject=

